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"THE FRIENDLIEST TOWN ON THE TRAIL"

For more news and information, please visit our website
at www.visitdamascus.org or follow us on Facebook,
Instagram, and Twitter.

http://www.visitdamascus.org/
https://www.facebook.com/DamascusVAEvents/?fref=ts
https://www.instagram.com/damascusvirginia/
https://twitter.com/exploredamascus


As construction continues on the Appalachian Trail Center, with a projected
construction completion date of September 9, 2020, the Town and Appalachian
Trail Conservancy continue to work toward putting all the pieces in place for the
exhibit hall, marketing, staffing, and programming - the ATC completing these
tasks, coordinating with the Town through construction. 

The Trail Center won't be the only thing in construction for long though; the Laurel
Creek Trail, a green-way loop connecting the VA Creeper Trail to Laurel Creek and
back along Shady Avenue and Reynolds Street, and the Laurel Creek Park, situated
off Imboden Street between the Damascus Old Mill and Garrett Funeral Home
parking lot will soon be in construction as well. The Laurel Creek Park & Trail
project is an approximately $650,000 capital improvement project many years in
the works, and is being accompanied by newly redesigned ADA curb crossings
along Laurel Avenue, courtesy of our Bristol District VDOT staff, who went above
and beyond to make these projects align. These projects have accompanying
lighting and way-finding signage as well, with a planned tie in to new gateway
signage entering town. More facade renovations as expected soon as well,
partnering with local property and business owners to provide matching grant
money toward improvements to their facades.

As construction continues and begins in new locations, the town is continuing to
plan for the future by completely refreshing the Damascus Comprehensive Plan.
For your first chance to add input into the plan, if you haven;t already, please
complete the survey HERE
[https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSczmPj39YajC3qCpyNRPJgsb9_eL3m_R
AupYvJZ1JN5IhLC8A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1]; Businesses have a separate survey
HERE [https://docs.google.com/forms/d/18liuZo-
5rNQcrvleMyE5rPsnYtKX3Clxat_qk1MFvrk/edit?ts=5d517c09]. 
Your input is needed!

We continue to move forward with planning and studying current and future
housing quantity, quality and needs; such information will be incorporated into
the Comprehensive Plan, but will also be used to apply for a Housing Improvement
Grant  in the Fall.
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DOWNTOWN CONSTRUCTION, AND MORE!
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ATC UPDATE & PROGRESS 
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LAUREL CREEK TRAIL & PARK 

Above: Plan for the
Laurel Creek Park
Left: Laurel Creek Trail
route
Below: Beginning work
on the Laurel Creek Trail
& Park



Candidates for Mayor:

Jack R. McCrady, Jr. - pg. 6
Katie M. Lamb - pg. 7

Town of Damascus, Virginia

Why are you running for Mayor of Damascus or for
Damascus Town Council?
What are some of your goals that you would like to
accomplish if elected?
How will you carry out these plans?

The candidates for both Mayor and Council were
asked the following questions:

1.

2.

3.

Candidates for Town Council:

Tommy D. Hayes - pg. 8
W. Beaty Jackson - pg. 9

Susan M. Coleman - pg. 9
Larry W. Riddle - pg. 9
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CANDIDATE Q&A

Jack R. McCrady Jr.

1. I am running for mayor in order to see through some of the partially
completed projects that the Town has undertaken. I wish to see the
completion of those projects, including downtown revitalization, the
Riverwalk, the possible adjustment of the Creeper Trail. I have nearly 30 years
of political experience. 
2. I am very insistent on no new taxes on our residents. One of my major
goals is to promote tourism to offset the tax base, and alleviate some of the
demands that are placed on our citizens. We have some of the highest real
estate taxes in Washington County due to tourism; however, tourism should
help with some of those costs. I have a great working relationship with the
citizens and business owners in Town, which will help us complete the many
of the projects. I want to allow for growth in the Town while maintaining the
small town charm and preventing out of state and special interests control
our government. 
3. I have been blessed to work alongside great, goal oriented council
members who hold the interests of the town at heart. I see that will continue
with the new council members. I would like to continue my strong
relationships with our visitors and citizens. I feel that one party that has been
forgotten are the local citizens and their interests, but this has been and will
remain a priority. 



1. I am running for Mayor of Damascus for many reasons. First, I feel very strongly about
truth and honesty! The lack of transparency in our government is unacceptable.  Second, I
would focus on the well-fare of our citizens and the small businesses that provide tax
dollars to support our prosperity, our health and our safety.  Communication and
cooperation are imperative for a united and thriving community! As a leader, I will
collaborate with our citizens and business owners to welcome visitors and to provide
charm and comfort that encourages guests to stay awhile. I have a vision! I see a town of
harmony, cooperation, and inspiration without vacant store fronts. I see an innovative,
nourishing town!  I see a beautiful, picturesque, mountain town with a thriving business
community that has a clear sense of the importance of leadership, truth, kindness,
understanding, compassion and respect for others.  
2. If I am elected, I will concentrate on providing a transparent government.  I will seek to
better notify residents of special called meetings and events that impact our town and
livelihood. I will strive for fewer closed sessions, whenever possible.  I will encourage
others to get involved.  Our people need to know what is going on. We are not just a
town, we are a small town. We are a family!  
3. Transparency begins with honesty.  I seek to offer honorable leadership with virtuous
morals and ethics.  I will communicate! I will collaborate with residents and business
owners. With businesses leaving town limits, creating sizable deficits to tax income, it will
be a mission to replenish that tax base with creative solutions for better business
opportunities.  I offer creativity, imagination and innovation. I treasure the beauty of our
surroundings and the traditions of our past.  I envision Damascus as a destination
location that inspires and influences positive change, positive change for our town, and
other small towns across America.
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CANDIDATE Q&A

Katie M. Lamb



1. I have served the Town of Damascus for roughly twenty-six years. I have been a part of
the growth, and I feel that I can speak for the long-time residents as I am a citizen and
long-time resident myself. Over the years, I have seen the good and the bad. I feel that I
can serve the citizens best in the role that I currently hold, Councilman and Chair of the
Police and Fire Advisory Committee. I work closely with Chief Hounshell to ensure the
safety of our citizens is a priority, and to ensure the officers have the necessary training. I
fully support the community policing concept our officers embrace. I have served in this
role for the past four years and would like to continue.
2. I would like to continue to see tourism in Town. I would also like to make sure we keep it
simple, which is the draw to our Town. I want us to move forward but not at the cost of our
quaint feel. As a long-time resident, I can work together with the citizens and businesses to
help address these issues. It must be a partnership between the business owners, the
citizens, and the Town. One cannot make it without the support of the other. I would like to
keep our police department as it is, and I feel that we have one of the best we have ever
had. Their interaction with the Town citizens is truly community policing at its best. 
3. Working together is the only answer to complete any goals. We have worked together
on the Council, and I hope to continue that relationship. I know everybody in Town, and
everybody knows me. I am approachable and always willing to listen. I feel we need the
leadership of elders and that is what I bring.  I bring a lifetime of citizenship in Damascus. I
have seen the success and the failures and know what caused each. I would hope my
guidance could help avoid mistakes of the past, which will in turn save taxpayer dollars. 
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Tommy D. Hayes

CANDIDATE Q&A
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CANDIDATE Q&A

W. Beaty Jackson
1. Having moved to town 5 years ago I have enjoyed much
that this community offers. I believe that by getting involved I
can help this town leverage the outdoor recreation resources.
Damascus is a destination for both the hiking and biking, and
we need to promote these healthy activities to the fullest.
2. To see the town grow in tourist visitation days and extend
the town visitation into the winter season. I believe that we, as
a community and through marketing ourselves, can attract a
diverse visitor base from farther away than three hours.  
3. This can be accomplished through open dialog with
citizens, businesses, and engaging the talents of the residents.
Thinking bold and being creative.

Susan M. Coleman
1. I feel like I can contribute back to my
community by serving them.
2. I would love to see some businesses thriving,
new ones opening, maybe help change/add some
pedestrian walkway resolutions.
3. I plan to work with the town in any
capacity that I'm able.

1. I have been living here for quite some time and I have written much
about the town and some of our residents. I have never been interested in
politics until all of this with the COVID lockdown and now the protests
began. I decided I would get involved somewhere and help Damascus
maintain its tourist image throughout all of this. Tourism is my agenda and I
have some ideas for improvement in this area.
2.  I would like to see a motorcycle run and bicycle event like Trail Days. I
would like to see tenting allowed back in the town limits. I plan to work with
the ATC to improve its image here as well. I would like to see bluegrass
music return to our streets.
3. I plan on presenting these opportunistic goals with a basic outline of my
plan with my peers on the council and the mayor in hopes to institute a plan
to get these events going.

Larry W. Riddle



. 

Eva Meyer: When did you start working for the Town of Damascus?
Linda Rouse: I started working for the town in December of 2014.
Eva Meyer: How did your previous jobs prepare you to serve as treasurer?
Linda Rouse: After 39 years at the bank, working with the citizens and business owners of Damascus
was a perfect fit. I had a lot of experience with finance, and as most of you know I like to talk! I work well
with people and have developed many relationships along the way.
Eva Meyer: What were you most excited about when you first started in your position?
Linda Rouse: I was most excited about being a part of our local government. I have learned so much
and did not realize all of the behind the scenes work and planning that goes on with our projects, Trail
Days, and other events. It has been rewarding to see projects completed. 
Eva Meyer: What has been one of your favorite memories while serving as Treasurer?
Linda Rouse: There are so many, but the best memories are the friendships that I have made along the
way. My coworkers, Town Manager, Mayor, Council, and I have made a good team. I have enjoyed
working with the business owners and citizens of Damascus, and I will miss that. 
Eva Meyer: What advice would you give to me as the new treasurer?
Linda Rouse: My advice would be to enjoy your work, be accurate and efficient, develop relationships,
and if you need to know anything, call Fred Parker!
Eva Meyer: What are some of your retirement plans?
Linda Rouse: I look forward to spending more time with my family and friends. Hughes and I hope be
able to travel more and to attend our four grandsons’ sporting events. The best thing is not being on a
set schedule and to consider every day a blessing and enjoy life and our beautiful Town. Hopefully I will
do a better job with retirement the second time around. 
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TREASURER TRANSITION
Ms. Linda Rouse has served as Treasurer for the Town of
Damascus for five and a half years. Many of you have
met her in Town Hall or along the Creeper Trail. She is a
smiling face in our Town and has been available to help
many, whether within Town Hall or on her own time. I
had the pleasure to meet Linda when she began
training me in April, as Linda prepared for her second
retirement. Over the past two months, Linda has been
dedicated, kind, and patient as she explained to me the
details of the job that she has held for more than five
years. On Linda’s last day in Damascus, I asked her
several questions that reflected on her time and
experience while working for the Town of Damascus.



Signs number 10, 11 and 12 for the Damascus History
Tour will be put up in July.  These feature Laurel
Avenue, Legion Island and the Virginia Creeper Trail. 
 When these signs are in place a paper map will be
developed, and then an online presence will be
created so people can tour Damascus from a distance.
A priliminary map is below. Volunteers are always
welcome.  
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DAMASCUS HISTORY TOUR
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DAMASCFUS BLESSING BOX
"Take what you need, give what you can"

"A Blessing Box is a small, often homemade structure where people leave
donated goods for others to pick up anonymously. Located in a common

area, people are filling them with items that will help those in need—
everything from non-perishable food to toiletries"

The Damascus
Blessing Box is
located on East
Creepers Way

between Trestle
and Reynolds

Street. If you are
able, the box 

 could use canned
meat, chili, peanut
butter, jelly, pasta,

soup, etc.  



The FAQ sheet can be found here.
The application packet can be found here.

https://www.washcova.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/20-0715-FAQs-Small-Business-Grants.pdf
https://www.washcova.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Small-Business-Relief-Application-Packet.pdf
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MOJO'S: CONTINUING A LEGACY
Mojo's Trailside Cafe and
Coffeehouse reopened on July 4,
2020. The new owner, David
"Paragon" Calvert, is excited to
be a part of the community and
plans to keep many of the menu
items so that "John's history and
vision can continue." Calvert says
he here to "continue John's
legacy." Mojo's will be open from
Friday through Tuesday  from
7:00 AM to 9:00 PM. 
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REOPENING THE VIRGINIA CREEPER TRAIL

Frequently Asked Questions

1. Was the Creeper Trail closed because of the pandemic?
• Yes. All access points of the trail were closed for safety reasons on April 6,
2020. The access points were reopened on May 12.

2. Who made the decision to close and then reopen the trail?
• The decision to close the trail in early April was made jointly between the trail
owners/managers – the US Forest Service and the towns of Abingdon and
Damascus. The subsequent decision to reopen was also jointly made by the
three owners with guidance from the Mount Rogers Health District.

3. What facilities/services along the trail are closed at this time?
• For the protection of trail users and employees with limited personal
protection equipment (PPE), all restroom facilities and visitor and welcome
centers remain closed. 
• Please plan to bring your own water and hand sanitizer. 
• With limited trash receptacles, please “pack-in and pack-out."

3. As a trail user, what are my responsibilities to myself and others?
• If you have been exposed to COVID-19 in the past 14 days or if you have a
fever or other coronavirus symptoms or an underlying health condition, you
should NOT be on the trail
• Please follow the current Center for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines:

o Maintain a minimum of six feet distance between yourself and others
who are not in your same party, whether on the trail or in retail
establishments.
o  No groups of 10 or more should travel or congregate on the trail, at
access points or in the parking areas.
• Please consider other trail users - especially those behind you - and
cough or sneeze into a tissue or your elbow.



THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF DAMASCUS, VA - ISSUE #3

4. While on the trail, what are some important points to remember?
• ALWAYS call out when passing on the left whether biking, running or walking
and allow extra time to do so.
• Please allow others to pass through any narrow trail sections FIRST to provide
for 6' distancing.
• Avoid touching smooth surfaces such as interpretive signs, kiosks, trashcan
handles, and trestle & mile markers.

5. What about trail maintenance and bike patrols?
• Trail maintenance may be limited in certain sections of the trail.
• Our volunteer bike patrols have returned to the trail. We’re grateful for their
efforts and continue to work to keep them safe as well. 

6. Where should I park?
• Please park in designated areas only. If the trail head or other access points
are busy, please consider returning at another time or finding another location
to enter/exit the trail.

7. Is the trail open normal hours?
• Yes, the trail is open as normal – dawn to dusk.

8. Can I bring my dog?
• Of course! But they must remain on a 6’ or shorter leash at all times. We
require all owners clean up after their dogs.

9. Is there cell service along the trail?
• Cell service is very limited and can be considered “spotty at best”. There is
service in Damascus and Abingdon, however there is no service from Whitetop
to Damascus.

10. What if I have additional questions?
• Visit https://vacreepertrail.org/ for more information about the trail and the
Centers for Disease Control for additional details on the coronavirus at
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html

Lisa Quigley
Executive Director
Virginia Creeper Trail Conservancy

https://vacreepertrail.org/
https://vacreepertrail.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
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SUMMERTIME FLOWERS

Thank you to Gabby Gals Greenhouse and Friends of SWVA for
donating some beautiful plants to add to the Damascus Town
Park flower beds. Vice Mayor Tim Williams has also worked
hard to beautify the town along with the other Town Council
members and some volunteers.



THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF DAMASCUS, VA - ISSUE #3

RACES RESCHEDULED

Dam Yeti 50 Miler & 50 K

Grayson Highlands 50 Miler, 50 K, and
Half Marathon

The Yeti 100 Mile
Endurance Run

When: September 12, 2020 at 7:00 AM to
8:00 PM
Start: Whitetop Station
Finish: Damascus
Website 

When: 50 Miler & Half Marathon on September 19,
2020

50 K. on September 20, 2020
Where: Grayson Highlands State Park

 Website

When: September 25-26, 2020
Start: Whitetop Station 
Finish: 300 Green Spring Rd.
Abingdon, VA
Website

https://www.yetitrailrunners.com/races/dam-yeti-50-miler
https://www.yetitrailrunners.com/races/dam-yeti-50-miler
https://www.runbumtours.com/grayson-highlands-timeline
https://www.runbumtours.com/grayson-highlands-timeline
https://www.yetitrailrunners.com/races/2017/9/29/l15tjltymtozh89rqy4ntmapfc6nlb


The festival was
cancelled this year
due to COVID-19...

 but we can still
celebrate in our
hearts and look

forward to next year!

Official

2020

Trail Days 

T-Shirts

$15

www.traildays.us

On Sale 
Here!


