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"THE FRIENDLIEST TOWN ON THE TRAIL"

TOWN NEWS

For more news and information, please visit our new
website damascus.org or follow us on Facebook,
Instagram, and Twitter.
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2021 DAMASCUS TOWN COUNCIL
Meet your council members! Newly elected Mayor Katie
Lamb began her term in January alongside Susan Coleman,
Tony Doss, and Beaty Jackson. Tommy Hayes was reelected
to join veteran council members Susan Seymore and
Mitchel Greer. Town Council meetings take place the first
Monday of each month at 7:00 PM. Visit our website,
damascus.org, to access the virtual meeting link and
agenda. Minutes from the past meetings are available as
well.

2021 DAMASCUS TOWN
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Councilman Mitchel Greer
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DAMASCUS TRAIL CENTER
The Damascus Trail Center is the Appalachian Trail Conservancy operated Center located in the Heart of Trail Town USA Damascus, VA. The Center is a partnership between Friends of Southwest Virginia, the Town of Damascus, and Appalachian
Trail Conservancy and is scheduled to soft open this summer. The Damascus Trail Center will EMPOWER new users and
stewards, EDUCATE through exceptional interpretation and programming, and PROTECT the AT and surrounding landscape
by being a hub for recreation and conservation stewardship. The Center will offer regional visitor services, programming, and
serve as an economic driver for the regional recreation economy.
We are excited to welcome Emily Mayo who has began a new career with the Appalachian Trail Conservancy as the Damascus
Trail Center Supervisor. Emily’s background is in Natural Resources and Recreation Management and Tourism Development.
She previously served as a Recreation Development Specialist for Friends of Southwest Virginia. In her role with Friends, she
worked closely with communities to develop recreation economies, increase accessibility and awareness of natural assets,
and supported capacity building initiatives as a regional facilitator. She holds a Bachelor of Science in Park and Recreation
Administration with an emphasis on Natural Resources and Recreation Management from Eastern Kentucky University.
Before moving to Southwest Virginia, she worked in the West Virginia Outdoor Recreation Industry as a manager at
Adventures on the Gorge for the aquatic and zipline operations
Progress Update: The Damascus Trail Center construction kicked
off last February and is scheduled to wrap up this winter. Exterior
finishing is 99% complete, and the interior is close to completion as
well. Over the coming months the ATC will be working to furnish and
design the interior exhibits. Our goal is to have a soft opening (per
COVID guidelines) this summer with a grand opening in the fall. If you
would like to know more about the construction progress, or to
volunteer at the DTC please contact Emily Mayo at
emayo@appalachiantrail.org.
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LAUREL CREEK PARK & TRAIL
The Laurel Creek Park and Trail consists of two
main pieces, one being integration of the
Virginia Creeper Trail into and through the
downtown and connecting to a new public
park. The greenway trail will run the length of
Shady Ave to Laurel Creek and meander along
by the stream to the park and then cross over
Imboden to Reynolds street where it will
continue running along the road up to the
improved connection at the trestle on Creepers
Way. The greenway will include way-finding
signage to direct users to local businesses and
amenities and include safety infrastructure for
everyone. The Laurel Creek Park (LCP) will be an
enhancement of the old scout campground,
including a complete remodel of the existing
bathroom building to have three stalls on each
side. The bathroom building aesthetics will
closely
match
the
developments
and
improvements of the nearby town facilities,
including the Trail Center. The LCP will have a
pavilion for organized outdoor gatherings as
well as a stage for concerts, lectures, spoken
lessons, etc. At the center of the park is a
concrete compass rose, utilizing integrated
color pigments for character, including benches
and landscaping. Programming for this space
includes
weddings,
concerts,
worship
ceremonies, farmers and craft markets, s'mores
and marshmallow roasts, picnics, peoplewatching, etc. This new park and greenway are
designed to improve connectivity in the
downtown, add a new venue to program events
which will benefit the community and
businesses, and create the campus for the Trail
Center and downtown. Everything will be
connected with public wifi for ease of use and
coordination.
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DAMASCUS HISTORY TOUR
The Damascus History Tour will take you to twelve different historical sites around
town, beginning at the Water Tanks and ending at the Damascus Old Mill. At 2.4
miles, you can easily walk or bike to each site where you will see signage detailing
their history and importance. In the bottom left hand corner is a map showing the
tour route. This can also be found on the Damascus History Tour Facebook page.
The Damascus History Tour is a great
way to learn more about the town and its
past. Richard Smith, along with many
volunteers, organized and contructed the
signage at these sites, and Trailhead
Designs created the map. The Damascus
History Tour is a collaborative effort
between Damascus residents,
volunteers, and local businesses.
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LOCAL BUSINESS NEWS
Several exciting changes have taken
place around town , including
renovations and relocations. To the left
is the newly renovated porch at the
Damascus Old Mill. It is 8x larger than
previously and now includes an ADA
accessible ramp. Stop by the Old Mill at
215 W. Imboden Street for lunch or
dinner and enjoy this lovely new space.

Junkin' Shenanigans has relocated to
106 W. Laurel Avenue. This artisan
boutique offers home decor,
furniture, and jewelry along with many
other items. Be sure to stop by and
check out the new location.
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LOCAL BUSINESS NEWS
Vacation Rental Along for the Ride, located at 415
Douglas Drive, has a few additions. A volleyball net
area will be incorporated next to the house, allowing
for some fun entertainment during your stay. They
also offer a house scavenger hunt and are adding a
town wide scavenger hunt. To the right is a picture
of the rental, one of their scavenger hunt clues, and
the view from the firepit. Check out their website,
alongfortherideva.com, for more information.

Mt. Rogers Outfitters has relocated to 335 E.
Laurel Avenue. This new location offers the
same great services and friendly faces. Owner,
Mike "Lumpy" Price, is pictured in the bottom
middle, is a knowledgeable Damascus resident
who has dedicated many years to outdoor
recreation. Mt. Rogers Outfitters offers a
plethora of outdoor gear, including tents,
backpacks, hammocks, sleeping bags, cooking
supplies, and much more. A shuttle services for
those hiking the Appalachian Trail is also
available. Visit Lumpy at this new location for all
of your hiking necessities.
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UPCOMING BUSINESS NEWS
Damascus has several exciting new businesses that will serve as great
additions to our town. A boutique hotel is underway at the corner of W.
Laurel Avenue and S. Shady Avenue, which will offer trendy
accommodations and excellent access to other downtown shops and
restaurants. Another upcoming addition to Damascus' lodging options
will be a motorcycle hotel located 102 S. Shady Avenue. Additionally, two
new watering holes soon be operating on W. Laurel Avenue. One of
which is Appalachian Heritage Distillery, an award winning operation that
is local to Southwest Virginia and Northeast Tennessee. Their Volunteer
Vodka, pictured below, was awarded best overall vodka in the 2018
Denver International Spirits Competition. A beer garden and brewery is
planned to open across the street with more details to come.
Keep and eye out for these upcoming additions to our downtown, and
continue to support local business.
If there is any other business related news that you would like featured in
our next issue of the Trail Town Tribune, please send that information to
treasurer@damascus.org.
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WINTER IN DAMASCUS
Beginning with a white
Christmas and
continuing throughout
January, Damascus has
been transformed into
a winter wonderland on
several occasions. This
year Damascus has
been surrounded by
snow covered
mountaintops and
picturesque winter
scenery.

Photography by Jesse
Kokotek.
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DAMASCUS
TOWN
HALL

For town information
and resources, please
visit our new website
damascus.org or find us
on Facebook, Twitter,
and Instagram.

208 W. Laurel Ave.
P.O. Box 576
Damascus, VA 24236
Submissions:
If you have any stories, information, events, etc.
that you would like to be featured in our next issue
of the Trail Town Tribune, please submit them via
email to treasurer@damascus.org
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