PLANNING COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
October 14, 2025
6:00 PM

Members Present:  Mitchell Greer, Michael Wright, Ben Earp, David Atwood, Kerry Guest, Pat Pritchett

Members Absent:

Also Present: Chris Bell (Zoning Administrator)

CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Earp called the meeting to order at 6:03 PM.
QUORUM: Six voting members present — the Commission has quorum.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

A motion was made by Mr. Guest to accept and approve the meeting minutes of the September 9th, 2025
meeting, 2" by Mr. Wright; no further discussion — motion carried (6 - 0)

NEW BUSINESS:

Vacancy Recommendation:

Discussion on filling vacancy on Planning Commission and eligible candidates and inclusion of Town Council.
A motion was made by Mr. Earp to recommend either Jeff Buckley or Buddy Albro to fill the vacancy, 2™ by
Mr. Atwood; no further discussion — motion carried (6-0)

DORA Ordinance:

Discussion regarding the town creating a Designated Outdoor Refreshment Area (DORA) to allow alcoholic
beverages within the downtown corridor to attract visitation and synergy between businesses. Concerns
were voiced regarding enforcement, safety, signage and inclusion of establishments on the east side of
town without sidewalks. Members agreed that additional study and discussion was required to make an
informed decision and recommendation. Mr. Atwood volunteered to engage with the City of Danville, VA
and Mr. Bell with the Town of Abingdon for first-hand experiences and insight.

OLD BUSINESS:

Town Property Land Conveyance:

Specific criteria was discussed to set guidelines on the conveyance of town property. Criteria mentioned
was if town personnel currently utilizes the property, if town infrastructure or utilities exists or potentially
implemented on property, a development that would benefit the community, or a financial offer that
would benefit the community. Mr. Bell given direction to summarize criteria for commission review.

Golf Cart Ordinance:
Continued discussion of potential rules and regulations referencing City of Clarksville and Cape Charles

examples regarding a golf cart ordinance and permit/inspection process for the town. It was determined
that a speed governor was not necessary, but a minimum speed limit would reduce the potential for
slowing and clogging traffic along Beaverdam Ave/Laurel Ave.




ADJOURNMENT:

A motion was made by Mr. Wright to adjourn, 2" by Mr. Guest; no further discussion — motion carried (6-0)
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