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“The Friendliest Town on the Trail”

TOWN NEWS

DAMASCUS TOWN-WIDE HOUSING ASSESSMENT 2020-2021

The Town has received $30,000 in funding
from the Virginia Department of Housing
and Community Development (DHCD) to
hire planning services and a housing

rehablhtatlon specialist to complete a town- IN MEVMORY OF JOHN PRESTON SEYMORE, 1II
wide housing assessment. This assessment will
quantitatively and qualitatively analyze data Page #3

collected relating to the housing stock of
Damascus. The assessment will be utilized to
apply to DHCD for Community Development COVID-19
Block Grant (CDBG) funds to assist low-to-
moderate income housing needs.

For more information on the assessment of
the available funding, please call the Town
Hall at 276-475-3831 or e-mail Gavin Blevins

at gblevins@mrpdc.org.



https://www.dhcd.virginia.gov/cdbg-community-improvement-grants
https://www.dhcd.virginia.gov/cdbg-community-improvement-grants
mailto:gblevins@mrpdc.org
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE 2020 Comprehensive Plan is an important
document that describes the past, present, and
potential future of Damascus, and we ask
everyone to share their voice during this
process - your first opportunity is today -
please complete the SURVEY as soon as
possible, and ask friends, family and
neighbors to do the same!

As part of the Damascus Comprehensive Plan
update process, the Damascus Planning
Commission and Mount Rogers Planning
District Commission have prepared a Damascus
Community Survey to collect as much useful
information from the community as possible
as we update the umbrella plan for the
community’s future development path. The

ALL THINGS A.T.

APPALACHIAN TRAIL CENTER

The trail center will support visitor
information, exhibits on the
neighboring trails and assets, and
training seminars. The trail center will
_ serve as the anchor piece for
downtown businesses and recreational
assets such as the Appalachian Trail,
Virginia Creeper Trail, and public
parks. Through this project, the Town
| will further secure its namesake as
“Trail Town USA” The project was
featured in an article in the AT

Journeys magazine titled “VISITOR
CENTER COMING TO TRAIL TOWN USA.”

APPALACHIAN TRAIL HALL OF FAME INDUCTEE - WARREN DOYLE

o Warren Doyle, an avid hiker who has hiked the AT 18
times, will be inducted into the 2020 Appalachian Trail Hall
of Fame on Saturday May 2nd 2020, during the Appalachian
Trail Hall of Fame Banquet. The event takes place at the
Army Heritage and Education Center in Carlisle, PA. Doyle,
an active member of the Appalachian Trail Days Committee,
, e ; and an educator with the Appalachian Trail Institute uses
his expenence to share Wlth others in fulfilling their dream of hiking the AT. For more
information about Dr. Warren Doyle and the event click here!



https://www.mrpdc.org/
https://www.mrpdc.org/
https://forms.gle/B73WfRWBpcRcoess7
https://forms.gle/B73WfRWBpcRcoess7
https://forms.gle/B73WfRWBpcRcoess7
http://www.visitdamascus.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/New-Damascus-Visitor-Center-ATJ-Fall-2017_article.pdf
http://www.visitdamascus.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/New-Damascus-Visitor-Center-ATJ-Fall-2017_article.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/embed/ivRXHDdSFxE?feature=oembed
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John Preston Seymore, IlI
December 13,1976 - March 22, 2020

Is it possible for the heart of a small town to break? | think that is happening now in our beautiful
hideaway of Damascus, Virginia, a place surrounded by mountains and laced with creeks and rivers.
Our town has many hearts, places we go to make contact with others, to replenish, to just sit awhile
and relax and laugh and feel more connected with others who have chosen to live here. Mojo's is
such a place. If you're out of touch with what is happening in town you go to Mojo’s. If you haven’t
seen someone for a while you go to Mojo’s and chances are, they might wander in, or at the least
you can get news of where they are. Mojo's is where the action is. Over the years Mojo’s, once
Mojoe’s (and John told me a funny story about that), has evolved from a basic grab-a-great-cup-of-
coffee-before-the-shuttle-leaves place to a world-class restaurant. John Seymore made that happen.
When he took over, he worked a ferocious number of hours to achieve his vision. It took time but he
succeeded. Mojo’s became known as a prime culinary destination, a place to enjoy a meal, a place to
savor food prepared with love and intelligence. This is what John did. He brought us the world
through his menus. A meal there is remembered long after others are forgotten. Now John is gone.
Gone through a terrible and tragic accident not of his doing. He has been taken from us and we are
the poorer for his passing and our hearts are broken. His loss changes our town and | believe there
may never be another John Seymore to enchant us. And enchanting he was, a spirit of the forest, an
urbane city guy come to dwell among us, a magnet drawing in the strange and wonderful. His
passing leaves us more alone. “John,” | ask him. “What happened to the ‘e’ in Mojoe’s?” He looks at
me with that amazing grin, that smile that made your day better. “Well,” he says, “l was doing some
menus and | sent them to the printer and then | realized | had left off the ‘e’ so | decided to just go
with it and that’s why it is now Mojo’s.” The pain may lessen with time. The grief will become more
subdued, but will still be there. We will cherish our memories of this incredible human being named
John Seymore, we will recall our time with him with joy. But for now, our hearts are broken. And our
town has been changed for the better because of John being here, and diminished because he is
gone.

-Richard Smith
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COVID-19

RESPONSES IN DAMASCUS, VA TO COVIID-19

TOWN HALL CLOSED

NOTICE: DUE TO THE COVID-19 CRISIS, THE TOWN HALL, POOL, PUBLIC WORKS,
AND RESTROOM BUILDINGS WILL REMAIN CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE. ALL PUBLIC MEETINGS THROUGH THE MONTH OF MARCH AND
APRIL 2020 ARE POSTPONED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. TOWN STAFF ARE
CURRENTLY WORKING AT 100% TO CONTINUE ALL VITAL SERVICES AND TO ASSIST
THE COMMUNITY THROUGH THESE CRITICAL TIMES.

FURTHERMORE, COMPLIANT WITH THE DIRECTIVES OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
CONSERVANCY, VA CREEPER TRAIL CONSERVANCY, AND THE GOVERNOR'’S
OFFICE, ALL OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES MUST BE UNDERTAKEN WITH EXTREME
CAUTION, MAINTAINING GOOD SOCIAL DISTANCING PRACTICE. TRAVEL OUTSIDE
THE COMMUNITY LESS, SHOP CLOSE TO HOME, AND KEEP YOUR FAMILY AND
NEIGHBORS SAFE — CURB THE SPREAD OF COVID-19.
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e 34™ ANNUAL TRAIL DAYS 2020: CANCELLED

Based on the advice from the Virginia State Department of
Health, and with the support of the Appalachian Trail
Conservancy (ATC), and the Appalachian Long Distance Hiker
Association (ALDHA), the Appalachian Trail Days festival in
Damascus, Virginia is hereby cancelled for this year, 2020.

The Town of Damascus does not intend to reschedule the festival later this
year out of consideration for other trail communities that may have their
own events scheduled later this summer of fall.

We hope to see everyone at the 2021 Appalachian Trail Days festival in
Damascus, Virginia next May, the weekend following Mother’s Day weekend.
Thanks to everyone for understanding and supporting each other during this
hard time. Click here for more information.

DAMASCUS PUBLIC LIBRARY

COVID-19 Library Response

To help slow the spread of the Coronavirus the Damascus, VA library is
currently closed to the public. Book drops are not available. Fines will not be
charged for days closed. Please call 276-676-6233 for assistance.
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http://traildays.us/
https://www.wcpl.net/about/branches/#Damascus
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VIRGINIA CREEPER TRAIL CLOSURE

Virginia Creeper Trail Temporary Shutdown Effective Immediately

Abingdon, VA - In order to protect public health and safety during the COVID-19 outbreak,
the Virginia Creeper Trail will be temporarily closed, effective Monday April 6th at 5:00pm.
The decision was made jointly by the managers of the trail--the US Forest Service and the
Towns of Abingdon and Damascus.

“Recent overcrowding along portions of the trail, concern for increasing the burden on local
Emergency Medical Services and the health and safety of all trail users were the driving
forces behind this decision,” explains Matthew Crum, President of the Virginia Creeper Trail
Conservancy.

This decision aligns with state and local measures to contain the COVID-19 outbreak, and
guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). It is aimed at
preventing groups from congregating and violating “social distancing” guidelines and is
consistent with the closure of several other public trails across the Commonwealth.

As of 5:00 pm, Monday, April 6, all access points along the 34-mile trail from Abingdon to
Whitetop Station will be temporarily shut down until further notice.

“Ensuring the health and WelLbeing of our communities, visitors and employees is our top
priority,” says Joby Timm, Forest Supervisor for the George Washington and Jefferson
National Forests. “We look forward to reopening the Creeper Trail and welcoming all trail
users back as soon as we safely can,” adds Lisa Quigley, Executive Director of the Creeper
Trail Conservancy.

Please direct questions to the Virginia Creeper Trail Conservancy at 804-334-5853.

The Virginia Creeper National Recreation Trail is a 34.3-mile rail-to-recreation trail, traversing
through two counties from Abingdon, Virginia, through Damascus, and ending just past
Whitetop Station in the Mount Rogers National Recreation Area, at the Virginia-North
Carolina border. Damascus and Abingdon local governments administer the trail from
Abingdon to Damascus (mile 0-15); and the George Washington and Jefferson National
Forests’ Mount Rogers National Recreation Area manages the trail from Damascus up to the
North Carolina line (mile 15-34).

Governor Northam’s Order of March 30, 2020
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/EO-55-
Temporary-Stay-at-Home-Order-Due-to-Novel-Coronavirus-(COVID-

1 9).pdf?fbclid:IWAR3pOfOlWZI_eqeOFPNbe4i2nOMZZVVbP-THaMOWFPGStihNhVOY1A_XqA

Guidelines for health and safety, recommended by the CDC, are available

at: www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/z019~ncov about prevention.html.

To review Executive orders Fifty-Two, Fifty-Three, Fifty-Five and more visit the following
link: https://www.governor.Virginia.gov/executive-actions/

FAQ’s Executive Order Fifty-Three: https://www.virginia.gov/coronavirus/faq/



https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/EO-55-Temporary-Stay-at-Home-Order-Due-to-Novel-Coronavirus-(COVID-19).pdf?fbclid=IwAR3por0lwZI_eqeOFPNfxb4j2noMZzvybP-THaM0WFPe8tjhNhyOY1A_xqA
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/EO-55-Temporary-Stay-at-Home-Order-Due-to-Novel-Coronavirus-(COVID-19).pdf?fbclid=IwAR3por0lwZI_eqeOFPNfxb4j2noMZzvybP-THaM0WFPe8tjhNhyOY1A_xqA
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/EO-55-Temporary-Stay-at-Home-Order-Due-to-Novel-Coronavirus-(COVID-19).pdf?fbclid=IwAR3por0lwZI_eqeOFPNfxb4j2noMZzvybP-THaM0WFPe8tjhNhyOY1A_xqA
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/prevention.html?fbclid=IwAR3sS8FncTFcCk2svJ5PYpjcDN533MmlRocN4d6X6oQp5rpINMV5lyOJbwM
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/executive-actions/
https://www.virginia.gov/coronavirus/faq/
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TEMPORARY SHUTDOWN OF ACCESS POINTS ON
THE VIRGINIA CREEPER TRAIL - FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS

1. Why is the Creeper T rail temporarily shut down?

 The Creeper Trail is an outdoor recreation destination for many people
from outside our communities. Current COVID-19 case tracking shows that
asymptomatic COVID-19 positive visitors are a leading source of new
infections in communities and, though most nearby states are under stay-at-
home orders, many were still visiting the trail. (For more information, see
Governor Northam’s state-at-home order of March 30 or similar orders from
your home state).

o User density increases:

There were weekly increases of trail users since social distancing
recommendations were made, which resulted in decreasing social distancing
practices.

As the Easter holidays approached, there was a significant uptick of inquiries
about the Creeper Trail from out-of-area visitors. Virginia is under a stay-at-
home order as of March 30.

As a result of temporary shutdowns of many other outdoor recreation venues
in the area, visitors were being funneled onto the Creeper Trail, further
increasing current and projected use.

Based on long-term trends and historical data, trail usage greatly increases as
warm weather approaches.

. Modeling shows COVID-19 cases increasing in southwest Virginia between
now and early to mid-May when the projected peak will be reached. Town
and EMS officials are concerned that even the normal rate of accidents on the
trail requiring EMS’s limited staff and equipment could over-burden the
system, diverting needed resources away from responding to urgent health
needs in our communities.

« Within the Creeper Trail footprint, we have large elderly populations who
are most at-risk for developing complications and dying from the coronavirus
and we have a duty to protect them.

2. Who does the temporary shutdown impact?

« The temporary shutdown of access points along the Creeper Trail applies to
everyone.
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3. Will the trail be monitored?
* There will be periodic monitoring along the trail.
4. Are bathrooms and all other trail facilities open or closed?

« All bathrooms, interpretive centers, Welcome and Visitor Centers, picnic
shelters and other facilities are currently closed.

5. I just want to ride my bike and not walk in a group. Can I just go out
and ride alone?

* No... all access points on the Creeper Trail are temporarily shut down.
6. Can 1 fish along the river?

« Fishing spots may be accessed by crossing the trail where necessary but
cannot be accessed through normal entry/access points that are currently
shutdown.

7. Will trail maintenance continue?

 Regular maintenance has been temporarily halted on the US Forest Service
section of the trail. Periodic maintenance will continue on the Abingdon to
Damascus section as needed.

8. Since the Appalachian Trail and the Creeper Trail run together, why isn’t
the Appalachian Trail closed?

« Trailhead facilities and access points to the Appalachian Trail, including
parking lots dedicated to the AT, remain temporarily shut down as well.

9. When will the trail be reopened?

« Over the coming weeks, we will be evaluating the status of the trail
regularly. The decision to reopen will be based on recommendations and
orders issued by the Commonwealth, the federal government, and the CDC as
well as our local officials and agencies.

10. Who should I contact with questions about the temporary shutdown of
access points along the trail?

« Call the Virginia Creeper Trail Conservancy at 804-334-5853. Please do NOT
call 9-1-1!
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THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLOSURES

LATEST MAJOR UPDATES PER THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
CONSERVANCY

“For a complete list of land management agencies, trail-related businesses, and
event closures
organized state-by-state, click here.

April 8, 2020: Shenandoah National Park in Virginia is closed. Click here for
more information.

April 7, 2020: All New Jersey state parks and forests, including all parking
lots and trails, are closed. Click here for more information.

April 5, 2020: Twenty-seven miles of the A.T.’s “Triple Crown” in Central
Virginia including McAfee Knob and Tinker Cliffs are closed. Note that
access to Dragon’s Tooth, was previously closed as part of the US. Forest
Service closure of trailheads in the George Washington-Jefferson National
Forest. Click here for more information.

March 30, 2020: All national forests along the A.T. in Georgia, North
Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia have now temporarily closed trailhead
facilitiesand other access points. See state sections for individual forest closure
orders by visiting our AT, Closures page.

March 28, 2020: Effective immediately, the National Park Service is closing
all overnight shelters (56 total) and privies (75 total) on land administered
by the Appalachian National Scenic Trail Park Officein the states of VA (11
shelters, 12 privies), MD (1 shelter, 2 privies), PA (8 shelters, 6 privies), NJ (1
shelter, 1 privy), NY (5 shelters, 5 privies), CT (7 shelters, 16 privies), MA (1
shelter, 4 privies), and ME (22 shelters, 29 privies). Click here for more

information.”

For more information regarding the Appalachian Trail Closures and their
plan for COVID-19 please click here.



https://wildeast.appalachiantrail.org/explore/plan-and-prepare/hiking-basics/health/covid19/a-t-closures/
https://www.nps.gov/shen/planyourvisit/alerts.htm
https://www.nps.gov/shen/planyourvisit/alerts.htm
https://www.facebook.com/newjerseydep/?__tn__=%2Cd%2CP-R&eid=ARA5Yi3MWqMHEI4Zg6Sx_UWlZ_jFoy2WO4nSN9bx5fkn-zWFRgYcSC6peJf2edRg-83pXLsbpruY__oL
https://www.facebook.com/Appalachian-National-Scenic-Trail-224252207651827/
https://wildeast.appalachiantrail.org/explore/plan-and-prepare/hiking-basics/health/covid19/a-t-closures/
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=2734956309914725&id=224252207651827&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=2734956309914725&id=224252207651827&__tn__=-R
http://www.appalachiantrail.org/
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SHOP LOCAL

BUSINESS & PHONE NUMBERS

The Bank of Damascus: 276-475-3204
BB&T: 276-475-3112

Country Corner: 276-475-5500
Cowboys Market: 276-475-5444
Damascus Brewery: 276-469-1069

Damascus Diner: 276-475-5454
Dollar General: 276-475-8640
Family Dollar: 276-475-3550

Food City: 276-475-5570

Fisher Hollow Vet Clinic: 276-475-5397

Laurel Family Drug Center: 276-475-5022

Mount Rogers Outfitter: 276-475-5416

Pizza Plus: 276-475-9053

Post Office: 800-275-8777

Stone Mtn. Services: 276-475-5116

Subway: 276-475-8175

Washington Co. Landfill: 276-623-1044

Wicked Chicken: 276-475-7400
W]JC Credit Union: 276-475-5596

DAYS OPEN

M-F
Sat
M-Th
Fri
Daily
Daily

M-Sat
Sun
Daily

Daily

Daily

M, T, Th, & F

W, Sat & Sun

M-F
Sat

M-F
Sat

M-F
Sat
Sun
M-F
Sat

M, Tu & Th

W&F
M-F
Sat & Sun

M

Tu & TH
F

Sat
Th-Sun

OPEN

8AM
8AM
9AM

9AM
7AM

9AM
9AM

8AM

9AM

7TAM

7:30AM

Closed

9AM
9AM

9AM
12PM

11AM
11AM
11AM
8:30AM
9AM

8AM

9AM

11AM
11AM

12PM
9AM
11AM
9AM
12PM
9AM

CLOSED

6PM
12PM
4PM
6PM
9PM
6PM

8PM
2PM

7PM

8PM

10PM

5PM

Closed

6PM
2PM

5PM
5PM

10PM
11PM
7PM
4:30PM
11AM

5PM

5PM

10PM
TPM

5PM
3PM
3PM
3PM
5PM
5PM

OTHER INFO
ATM & Drive-Thru ONLY
ATM & Drive-Thru ONLY
Temp Hours

Temp Hours
Now Shipping & Delivery

WWW.thedamascusbrewery.corn

To-Go orders only
8AM-9AM reserved for seniors and
high-risk individuals

7AM-8AM reserved for seniors and
high-risk individuals. Pharmacy will
open at 7AM on Mondays.

Drive-Thru ONLY

Pick-up and Delivery only.

M-F Post Office will be closed for

lunch from 1PM-2PM

No Dine in

Closed on Wednesdays and Sundays

Curbside Pick-Up
Drive-Thru & Appt only

10


http://www.thedamascusbrewery.com/
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US FLAG RETIREMENT

Instructions for retiring a United States of America flag as
described by the VFW. Visit VEW.Org for more information

1. The flag should be folded in its customary manner.

2. It is important that the fire be fairly large and of sufficient
intensity to ensure complete burning of the flag.

3. Place the flag on the fire.

4. The individual(s) can come to attention, salute the flag, recite
the Pledge of Allegiance and have a brief period of silent
reflection.

5. After the flag is completely consumed, the fire should then be
safely extinguished, and the ashes buried.

6. Please make sure you are conforming to local/state fire codes or
ordinances.

If you are unable to retire your flag without assistance, there is a
drop box located at Town Hall, located at 208 West Laurel Ave.
Bring your folded in flag to town hall and leave the rest to us.

11


https://www.vfw.org/community/flag-etiquette
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TRAIL DAYS 2020 T-SHIRTS

| OFFICIAL
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T-SHIRTS
$15
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To purchase a 2020 Trail Days T-shirt please visit Traildaysus For locals
please email us at clerk@visitdamascus to set up a time for delivery.

12


http://www.traildays.us/
mailto:clerk@visitdamascus
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DAMASCUS DAMASCUS, CROSSING PATHS
POLICE DEPT.
COLLECTOR
COIN IRON
ON PATCHES

ON SALE AT THE

DAMASCUS TOWN

HALL AND POLICE
DEPARTMENT

COME GET YOUR IRON ON
PATCHES AT THE
DAMASCUS, VA TOWN HALL.

PRICE - $3

COINS ARE $12 EACH SHIPPING - PRICE + $1

SHIPPING PRICE ADD $5

DAMASCUS, VA
T-SHIRTS

On sale at the Town Hall

GET YOUR VERY OWN
DAMASCUS

DAMASCUS, VA EBETSINEETY

YOUR LOVE FOR THE
BAG TAGS FRIENDLIEST TOWN

ON THE TRAIL!
AT THE DAMASCUS, VA

TOWN HALL
PRICE - § 2 SHIRT PRICE $15
SHIPPING - PRICE + $1.5 SHIPPING PRICE ADD $6 CROSSING PATHS

HIKER TO TRAIL/ TO TOWN
) CUSTOM BANDANAS

Available for purchase at
the Damascus
Town Hall!

HIKER BANDANAS AVAILABLE NOW AT THE
DAMASCUS, VA TOWN HALL.
PRICE - $5
SHIPPING - PRICE + $2.5

13
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To purchase the above products and/or this cookbook please email us at
clerk@visitdamascus.org to set up delivery.

This cookbook is in dedication to all
the men and women who serve or
have served their community as a

Volunteer Firefighter, EMS Personnel,
or Police Officer. Thank you for all

your work and dedication.

1 Damascus Volunteer
Fire Department

$15.00

HAVING FUN DURING QUARENTINE

https://www. lifehack.org/articles/lifestyle/15-fun-and-easy-family-activities-that-

you-can-home html

Above is a link for 15 family fun activities to do during quarantine. Now is
the best time to take up new hobbies, spend time with family, learn
something new, spend more time outside and appreciate all that you have.
We hope the above list gives you some ideas to keep you from getting even
more bored.

Please email us, clerk@visitdamascus.org, or tag us in your favorite activities
that beats the boredom. Don’t forget to use the #quarantineactivities

14


mailto:clerk@visitdamascus.org
https://www.lifehack.org/articles/lifestyle/15-fun-and-easy-family-activities-that-you-can-home.html
https://www.lifehack.org/articles/lifestyle/15-fun-and-easy-family-activities-that-you-can-home.html
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] N\V7:XY of § (-] SUBMISSION:

To promote better communication within our
VIRGINI A community, from us to you and to foster
excitement and support for all events and
TOWN H ALL developments in Damascus, the Town of Damascus
would like to invite you to sign up for our rising
newsletter. If you have ideas for stories feel free to
submit them to the following email and we will
take them into consideration.
clerk@visitdamascus.org.

208 West Laurel Ave
P.O. Box 576
Damascus, VA 24236

Click here for all things Damascus!

15


mailto:clerk@visitdamascus.org?subject=Newsletter%20Submission
http://www.visitdamascus.org/
https://www.facebook.com/DamascusVAEvents/
https://twitter.com/ExploreDamascus
https://www.instagram.com/damascusvirginia/

